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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

River  Blyth  Port  Health  Authority. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  G-ent lemon, 

T  be^  to  -present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1941,  and  in  dfing  so  point  out  that  much  which  is  usually 

included  in  a  report  of  this  sort  Is  omitted  in  would  be 
,  of  use  to  the  enemy  is  disclosed.  It  would  oe 

S°rSS“f"  S-ple.  •«  5 

oaiiinc-R,  tonnages,  or  nationalities  01  tht,  vessels  uar.g 
the  nolt  or  to°insert  the  customary  tables  describing  the 
nmbePr  of  vessels  arriving  directly  or  indirectly  from 
infected  or  suspected  ports. 

Regarding  the  health  of  the  seamen,  increases 
number  of  caies  of  notifiable  diseases,  in  particu 
Diphtheria,  and  Scabies,  nave  oeen  o b s e rv e d .  .  .Ha t he r  mo r e. 

cases  of.  Venereal  Diseases  have  be;“  r3°Od’  valcnoo'0f 
fimircR  oannot  give  a  true  assessment  of  tn^  orevaiciiu 
thfse  Ulnesscs^since  many  victims  obtain  independent  advice 
and  treatment  without  reporting  to  the  Authority.  a  siig 
reduction  in  the  number  of  accidents  occurred  m  94 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Ponstant  supervision  of  the  accommodation  for  crews 

wore  either  remedied  or  in  the  process  of  being  oorrocted  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  destruction  of 

rodents  on  Wharves,  Docks.eQuays^ete^  ^ 

confirmed  despit6  repeated  inspections  of  the places  oonoornod. 
Well  over  a  thousand  poison  oaits  were  laid  u  Y  j 
were  recovered. 

Po-ordination  between  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty 
.  f  tvp  Rnroush  of  Blyth  and  of  the  Bcdlingtonshire 

Urban^Distric^Council  has  been  established  for  the  purpose 

StoSir “ •» 

make  available  their  river  craft  at  all  times. 

In  the  town,  extensive  alterations  have  boon  made 
to  the  Seamen1 s  Institute,  providing , among  other  things, 
billiard  room  and  additional  accommodation. 

Ecwer  de-ratisation  and  de-ratisation  exemption 
Certificates  Save  been  issued  this  year,  largely  on  account 
of  a  reduction  in  foreign  sailings  from  the  port. 
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On  the  authority  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
2226,  Northumberland  County  Council  has  arranged  for  the 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  Blyth.by  certain  practitioners 
who,  by  virtue  of  their  special  experience  and  training,  are 
permitted  to  undertake  work  of  this  nature. 

The  report  is  compiled  from  figures  provided  by 
the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Rat-Catcher  to  both  of 
whom  I  am  grateful  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
assistance. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  STOKOE. 


Port  Medical  Officer. 
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AWTTAT,  Pt'POIT  OF  MSDIOAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1941. 


HYGIENE  OF  GREW  '  S  SPACES. 


Fumigation  with  Hydrocyanic  Acid  or  Sulphur 
Dioxide  was  carried  out  in  17  vessels  on  account  of  bug 
and  cockroach  infestation;  one  other  was  treated  with 
a  suitable  insecticide.  In  all  casesthe  vessels  were 
declared  satisfactorily  treated  following  re-inspection. 


Crews'  accommodation  in  22  vessels  were 
disinfected  after  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious 
or  contagious  diseases.  Clothing  and  bedding  were 
disinfected  by  the  staff  of  the  Borough  or  Blyth  Health 
Department.  It  was  necessary  to  have  several  mattresses 

destroyed. 


Table  A.  (Curtailed). 


ITnithPr  nf  VftSRPls  Inspected.- 

No.  of  Vessels.- 

No. of  Vessels.- 

By  Medical 

Officer  of 

Tip  p  *1 

By  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Found 

with 

defects. 

in  which 
defects  were 
remedied. 

Having  Infect¬ 
ious  Diseases 
on  Board. 

nocu  uii  * 

24. 

2,490. _ 

90. . . 

• 

CO 

oo 

12, _ 

Classification  of  Defect  s,_- 

Fo rccastles  to  clean  out 

n  15  paint  out 

n  H  repair  - 

32  Ports  to  rcapir(8  Vessels) 
Bogies  to  renew  and  repair  - 

Galleys  to  repair^ 

Officers  rooms  defective 
Bunks  to  renew 

Fresh-water  tanks  to  clean  out- 
14  beds  to  destroy(3  vessels) 


8  Skylight  to  repair  -  1 

15  Radiators  n  "  “  Q 

10  Ventilators  to  11  -  1 

Holds  to  wash  out  -  1 

8  Food  Lockers  to  fix  .  -  1 

3  Sanitary  tanks  to  repair  -  2 

W  W.C.'s  to  repair  -  b 

5  W.C.'s  to  clean  out  -  2 

3  Scupper  pipe  to  clean  -  1 

W.C.'s  flushed  on  to  Quay-  7 


Total  Defects  =  90. 


The  defects  were  found  in  vessels  thus:  -v 

Qo  v-,  4  4-q  -v>v  Tip  f  0  O  t  S  . 

TOTAL. 

British  Steam 

TT'z-n  *r»  n  n  '-r’n  Q  “h  r>  Yfl 

Rtrucrurar  jjeiuuub. 

41. 

1. 

Dcali  i.  u  u  i.  y  ^  u  13  * 

43. 

J  • 

84. 

6 . 

JJOIti  gii  o'-’Ocuu 

ro 

• 

48. 

9.Q..  - 

TUT^CTIQUS  diseases. 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  among  seamen  were 
removed  to  hospital  on  account  of  (a)  Diphtheria  -  9  patient s, 
(b)  Scarlet  Fever  -  1  patient.  All  were  c^dmitte  ^ 

City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The  patients’  quarters  and  personal  effects  were 
disinfected  and  the  crews  of  the  vessels  examined  ao  la  c 
dates  in  the  cases  of  contacts  with  Diphtheria  patients, 
throlt  swSbe  wore  taken.  The  results; of  the  throat  swab 
examinations  were  communicated  to  the  Medical  Officer  - 
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the  next  port  of  call  on  his  application,  otherwise  the 
crews  were  visited  while  still  in  Blyth  to  ensure  that 
any  cases  occurring  among  the  contacts  could  be  isolated 
promptly. 


OTHER  DISEASES. 


Altogether  71  seamen  were  reported  to  be 
suffering  from  various  complaints  and,  with  the  exception 
of  the  infectious  diseases  patients,  were  either  treated 
by  private  practitioners  or  directed  to  hospitals. 

The  commonest  causes  of  ill-health  among  seamen  using 
the  port  were;- 


Scabies 
Accident  s 
Venereal  Diseases 
Diphtheria 


14  patients 
13  « 

12  " 

9 


MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 


Poison  baits  -were  put  down  in  2  vessels  and 
in  9  others,  traps  were  set.  One  vessel  was  issued 
with  a  De-ratisation  Certificate  after  fumigation  with 
Hydrocyanic  Acid;  23  vessels  were  granted  Exemption 
Certificates.  In  all,  68  rats  were  recovered  from 
vessels.  ~-: 

On  the  quayside,  many  poison  baits  were  put 
down  and  9  rats  were  recovered;  none  showed  macroscopic 
signs  of  infection  and  4  examined  bacteriologically 
were  declared  free  from  olague  infection.  In  all 
probability,  many  more  rats  were  destroyed,  but  their 
carcases  will  .have  reached  inaccessible  places  or  have 
been  washed  away  by 'tidal  waters. 

Table  H. ( Curtailed) . 


De-ratisation  Certificates 
issued. 

Exemption  Certificates 
issued. 

TOTAL 

1  (  after  HCN  ) 

23 

24. 

JTU  -L  i 

Jan, 

Feb, 

JO.JL  U  c 

Mar. 

Apr, 

.  U.  vj  L 

May. 

i  JJ'  J  L 

Jun, 

A  0  J 

— 

Jul 

W.ua.,1 

Aug 

/  b)  V 

Sep. 

A4.CL  J.  k 

Oct , 

J  la  c 

Nov, 

>0  b  , 

Dec, 

w  U  0  • 

TOTAL. 

100 

75 

50 

50 

25 

125 

...  — —  - 

125 

140 

230 

50 

120 

75 

1,165. 

- - - — -j 

*  *•  • 
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Rats  recovered  from  Docks,  Wharves,  Wharehouses,  etc,- 

- - - , - - - - i - - - - - 


9 

No. of  Rats. 

Jan, 

1 

Feb, 

Mar, 

Apr 

>May , 

— 

Jun, 

Jul< 

Aug, 

Sen 

Oct, 

Nov, 

I 

Dec , 

TOTAL 

Black  Rats 

— 

v* 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

<N» 

- 

- 

- 

Brown  Rats 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

9. 

Species 
not  rec. 

mum 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

«- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Examined 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

4 

9. 

Infected 
with  plague 

— 

A 


V 


/ 


r 


4 


